
  

 

 

11 FORRG M
DUNHUV 

The w
hite signs on the building show

 how
 high the sea reached during  

exceptional storm
s in 1897, 1953, 1978 and 2013. A northerl\ gale force 

w
ind  coupled w

ith low
 atm

ospheric pressure 
can ‘funnel¶ the sea dow

n the east coast onto 
this area w

ith catastrophic effects. This is called 
a ‘storm

 surge¶. The highest flooding w
as in  

Januar\ 1953 w
hen 300 lives w

ere lost along the 
east coast of England. This dram

atic  photo from
 

2013 show
s boats w

ere lifted ashore here b\ a 
m

ore recent storm
 surge. 

12 BODNHQH\ H
RWHO 

The gradual transform
ation of Blakene\ from

 com
m

er-
cial port to tourist resort began w

ith the increasing  
popularit\ of sailing in the 1860s. The first regatta w

as 
held in 1863. In the \ears leading up the First W

orld 
W

ar visitor num
bers increased and a nine hole golf 

course w
as set up on land north of the Duck Pond (8). 

The Blakene\ Hotel w
as built in 1923. All inclusive rates 

w
ere betw

een 6 and 8 guineas a w
eek (�6.30 - �8.40) 

and guests could have a fire in their room
 all da\ for an extra 3 shillings 

and 6 pence (18p).  
13 VLOODJH SLJQ 
The colourful village sign features a sailing boat at its  
centre, rem

inder of Blakene\¶s past as a prosperous  
com

m
ercial port. Blakene\ w

as know
n to have sm

ugglers 
in form

er tim
es and there w

as believed to be a netw
ork of  

tunnels under the streets. One stor\ is that a fiddler and 
his dog, show

n on the sign, volunteered to explore a tunnel  
reputed to run from

 the Guildhall to Binham
 Prior\. The  

fiddler pla\ed his fiddle so villagers could hear his progress but suddenl\ 
the m

usic stopped and neither dog nor m
an w

ere ever seen again…
. 

14 TKH KLQJV AUP
V 

This building, now
 a public house, w

as originall\ 
three fisherm

en's cottages. The date on the roof is 
1760 and it is know

n to have been an inn since at 
least the 1770s. In the earl\ 1800s it had its ow

n 
brew

 house for ale m
aking, a pum

p w
ith excellent 

w
ater and stabling for 24 horses.  
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  D

LUHFWLRQV  
Start at the Village Hall w

here there is parking & bus stops. Cross the 
A149, turn right and enter The Pastures. Follow

 the footpath to the right 
w

hich leads round the hedge to Little Lane, stopping first at 1. A visit to 
St Nicholas¶ Church is also recom

m
ended²

see m
ap.

 
 IQWURGXFWLRQ 
Blakene\ w

as an im
portant fishing centre in m

ediaeval tim
es, hosting an 

annual fair and suppl\ing the Ro\al Household. Around the North Sea and 
in Icelandic w

aters Blakene\ sailors had to contend w
ith pirac\ and  

w
arfare as w

ell as the natural ha]ards of the sea. In Tudor tim
es there 

w
as a thriving trade w

ith London, the North East and the Low
 Countries. 

Coal, salt and a w
ide range of goods cam

e in, corn and saltfish w
ent out. 

Since then the harbour and creeks have silted up and w
ith the First W

orld 
W

ar coastal trade cam
e to an end. In its place com

e holida\m
akers,  

birdw
atchers and artists. 
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1 TKH PDVWXUHV 
The Pastures is the largest green space w

ithin the  
village and is a valued open area for recreation. The  
M

illennial Stone at the entrance to The Pastures  
com

m
em

orates the start of the new
 m

illennium
 

(1,000 \ears) and expresses the hope that the area 
w

ill alw
a\s be kept as a green, open space. 

2 TKH SQLWWHUOH\ SWRQH 
The stone show

s the entr\ in the Dom
esda\ 

Book of 1086 for the village of Blakene\. M
ost  

of the village w
as held b\ Bishop W

illiam
 of 

Thetford, w
ith 2 villagers, or villains, 25  

sm
allholders, I serf and 4 free m

en, w
ith 

ploughs, m
eadow

s, w
aterm

ill and church valued at �4. 
3 LLWWOH LDQH  
The w

alls of Little Lane are m
ade of flint w

hich occurs    
naturall\ in chalk and is com

m
onl\ w

ashed out of cliffs 
along the Norfolk Coast. The flint m

a\ have been  
sponges living in w

arm
 w

aters 145 to 66 m
illion \ears 

ago - a tim
e w

hen dinosaurs w
ere around. M

an\ houses 
and w

alls incorporate flint in Blakene\ as it w
as a  

convenient, free source of building m
aterial.  

4 H
RXVH PODTXHV: BODNHQH\ N

HLJKERXUKRRG H
RXVLQJ SRFLHW\  

The plaques on houses to the left and right as \ou exit Little Lane on to High 
Street show

 the\ are ow
ned b\ the Housing 

Societ\. Hard to believe now
 but in the 1930s 

local people w
ere living in poor housing, 

som
e w

ithout running w
ater or indoor toilets. 

In 1946 a rem
arkable w

om
an, Norah 

Clogstoun, w
as instrum

ental in form
ing the 

Housing Societ\ to bu\ and repair cottages 
for local people. Toda\ it ow

ns fort\ three.  
5 W

KLWH H
RUVH IQQ 

There has been an inn here from
 the late 1700s. In the 1870s, w

hen longer 
journe\s w

ere m
ade b\ coach or on horseback, 

there w
as stabling for nine horses here as w

ell as 
accom

m
odation for travellers. Horses and coaches 

w
ould have entered through the double doors on 

the High Street. A ‘sm
ugglers¶ tunnel¶ w

as found in 
1978 passing under the Inn¶s car park dow

n to the 
Blakene\ Hotel and perhaps also up to the British 
Legion. The Inn¶s sign is a horse shoe. Horse 
shoes have long been considered luck\. 
 

TXUQ ULJKW MXVW EHIRUH TKH M
RRULQJV UHVWDXUDQW XS WKH IRRW SDWK 

6 M
DULQHUV’ H

LOO  
The hill is thought to be m

an-m
ade both as a 

vantage point and for defence. Excavations have 
revealed cannon balls. From

 the top there is a 
good view

 of the channel and m
a\be this  

assisted the pirac\ and plundering of w
recks so 

prevalent betw
een the 12th and 15th centuries.  

D
HVFHQG WKH KLOO E\ WKH VWHSV DW WKH OHIW E\ WKH G

XLOGKDOO 
7 TKH G

XLOGKDOO 
Ow

ned b\ English Heritage, this building dates from
 

the 14th centur\ and w
as originall\ tw

o-storied and 
possibl\ crenelated. Now

 onl\ the undercroft  
rem

ains. It is thought to have been a m
erchant¶s 

house but b\ the 16th centur\ it w
as used b\ fish 

m
erchants. It has since been used to store grain and 

as a m
ortuar\ for bodies w

ashed ashore during the first W
orld W

ar. 
8 TKH D

XFN PRQG 
Originall\ a drinking pool for horses this pond is 
now

 a conservation project, set up to m
ark the late 

Queen¶s Silver Jubilee in 1977 b\ the local  
W

ildfow
lers¶  Association. The pond, w

hich is fed b\ 
a spring, w

as nearl\ destro\ed b\ the tidal surge in 
Decem

ber 2013 and m
an\ ducks w

ere lost. Som
e 

w
ere recovered from

 as far aw
a\ as Cle\ and w

ere looked after locall\ until 
the\ could be returned to the restored pond.  
9 SLJQSRVW 
This m

arks the popular Norfolk Coast Path, enjo\ed b\ 
thousands of long-distance w

alkers, ram
blers and casual 

visitors all \ear round. The path from
 the W

est Qua\ 
runs w

estw
ard on the flood bank to M

orston and eventu-
all\ Hunstanton. From

 the east end of the harbour the path goes north then 
along the flood bank to Cle\ and eventuall\ 
Great Yarm

outh. 
10 TKH Q

XD\: The harbour and Qua\ have 
pla\ed an im

portant part in the histor\ of 
Blakene\ w

hich w
as one of the three Glaven 

Ports, the others being Cle\ and W
iveton. From

 
m

ediaeval tim
es ships and goods cam

e and 
w

ent from
 here and as late as the 1900s a line 

of ships could be seen along the Qua\ busil\ loading and unloading cargoes. 
Grow

ing com
petition from

 the railw
a\s and larger ports coupled w

ith the silt-
ing up of the harbour channel eventuall\ lead to its dem

ise. 


